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1. Introduction
This report has been prepared by Incomes Data Research (IDR) and, as requested, it provides
market salary data for the following role(s):
•

Solicitor

2. Market salary data
This section presents the market salary data. We aim to provide a minimum of three sources of
information for each job to enable ‘triangulation’ of the results, and thereby provide the widest
possible assessment of the market for this role.

2.1.

Market data

The tables in the following sections provide the aggregate market salary for a full-time Solicitor.

2.1.1. Official earnings data
The data provided below is based on the Government’s latest Annual Survey of Hours and
Earnings (ASHE), for April 2017. This survey, conducted by the Office for National Statistics,
provides a snapshot of earnings each April and is based on a 1% sample of National Insurance
numbers. ASHE is considered a reliable source of official earnings data.
The following table details the median and average UK gross annual pay for full time employees
in the closest-matched occupational category. It also provides information on the annual
percentage change which can be an indicator of labour market pressures.
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Annual pay - Gross (£) 1 - For full-time employee jobs: United Kingdom, 2017
No. of
Description

Code

jobs
(000s)

Solicitors
Legal
professionals

Annual

Median

percentage

£

change %

Average
£

Annual
percentage
change %

2413

52

43,025

2.9

53,100

9.5

241

90

49,591

5.4

63,771

7.3

Source: Table 14.7a, ASHE 2017.

2.1.2. Recruitment data
The data in this section is based on analysis of recruitment salaries for a similar role(s). It is a
guide to starting pay for these roles, and in some cases also provides a guide to the maximum
that might be achieved.
Legal, Public sector, In-house, London
2 Years’ PQE

Range £pa

Typical £pa

38,000-45,000

42,000

Range £pa

Typical £pa

40,000-47,000

42,000

Source: Hay Salary and Recruiting Guide 2018.

Legal, Public sector, In-house, South East
2 Years’ PQE
Source: Hay Salary and Recruiting Guide 2018.

Gross pay excludes bonuses but includes basic pay, shift premium payments, overtime pay, paid
leave, maternity pay, sick pay and other pay.
1
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2.1.3. NHS data
In this section we provide information on the salary range for the pay band likely to cover
comparator jobs in the NHS. The NHS, with 1.2m staff is the largest employer in the UK and as
such plays a key role in influencing market for many non-medical roles, particularly in education,
given the links between parts of higher education and the NHS.
Solicitors in the NHS are typically employed on Band 8a and the current salary range is between
£40,428 and £48,514 a year outside of London and high-cost areas in the South East/South.
Roles based in high-cost areas qualify for the following supplements:
Inner London – 20% of basic salary, subject to a minimum payment of £4,326 and a

•

maximum payment of £6,663;
Outer London – 15% of basic salary, subject to a minimum payment of £3,659 and a

•

maximum payment of £4,664;
Fringe – 5% of basic salary, subject to a minimum payment of £1,000 and a maximum

•

payment of £1,733.

2.1.4. IDR data
The following tables contain data from IDR Pay Benchmarker, our internal database of salary
information. This data has been collected by IDR directly from employers and employee bodies
through surveys and data collection for the IDR Pay Benchmarker service.
Lawyer/Solicitor - Legal advisor, whole economy, job level 7 2
Job level

Company count

Lower quartile

Median

Upper quartile

Average

Level 7

104

£43,632

£57,342

£69,002

£59,081

Source: IDR Pay Benchmarker.

Refers to the IDR Job Level. These typically cover the following: 1 and 2, admin, support and manual
roles; 3 and 4, secretarial and craft roles; 5 and 6, vocational and supervisory; 7 and 8, professional
and managerial; 9, senior management; 10a and 10b, directors; 11, senior director/chief executive.
2
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Lawyer/Solicitor – Legal advisor, whole economy, job level 7 - regional breakdown
Salary

Company

Lower

count

count

quartile

National Rate

120

104

£45,700

£55,020

£64,700

£57,903

South East

31

28

£42,310

£55,020

£65,064

£56,717

Region

Upper

Median

quartile

Average

Source: IDR Pay Benchmarker.

2.1.5. Commentary
IDR research on the legal jobs market at the end of 2017 found just over a quarter of employers
(26%) were experiencing difficulties recruiting lawyers, although the majority (two thirds) stated
that the situation was unchanged over the year. A similar proportion were also experiencing
problems retaining lawyers, citing lack of progression and salary as the reasons.

2.1.6. Other sources
Legal advisor/Solicitor, whole economy, job rank 2
Job rank

Sample count

Lower quartile

Median

Upper quartile

Rank 2

22

£48,224

£53,712

£64,331

Source: Croner Management Rewards 2017
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3. Job advertisements
This section details current comparable vacancies from our database of advertised positions.

3.1.

Data and summary

Solicitor – advertised positions summary
Average

Minimum

Maximum

£39,351

£50,829

Solicitor - job advertisements
Reference
ID

Organisation

Job title

Min

Max

Hours

Location

Nottingham
AC682
AC683

Trent

Commercial

Full

University

Solicitor

University of

Complaint and

Birmingham

GDPR Solicitor

£38,460

£48,677

Time

Nottingham

Part
£40,792

£48,677

Time

Birmingham

Douglas Scott
IN130

Legal

Education

Recruitment

Solicitor

Full
£42,000

£66,000

Time

Manchester

Blaenau

IN132

3.2.

Gwent County

Solicitor -Social

Borough

Services and

Council

Education

Full
£36,153

£39,961

Time

Job advertisements

The following pages present the job advertisements for the above vacancies.
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Ebbw Vale

Commercial Solicitor at Nottingham Trent University
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https://www.jobs.ac.uk/job/BNP271/commercial-solicitor

Commercial Solicitor
Nottingham Trent University - Professional Services
Location:
Salary:
Hours:
Contract Type:

Nottingham
£38,460 to £48,677 p.a.
Full Time
Permanent

Placed On:
Closes:
Job Ref:

19th October 2018
14th November 2018
05498

24/10/2018, 14:10

Commercial Solicitor at Nottingham Trent University

2 of 2

https://www.jobs.ac.uk/job/BNP271/commercial-solicitor

Job Reference : 05498
Location : City Site
Closing Date : 14/11/2018
School/Section : Governance and Legal Services
Post Ref : A8680
The Legal Services Team provides an efficient high-quality legal service to colleagues at all levels across the
University. The University is seeking to appoint a Commercial Solicitor with particular experience in
Intellectual Property Law within a research environment to work within its Governance and Legal Services
Department based at its City Centre campus.
You will need to be a qualified solicitor who is PQE 3-5 years qualified and be familiar with and have
experience of negotiating and drafting complex commercial, research and intellectual property related
contracts.
You will be able to work on your own initiative, produce high quality work to tight deadlines to all colleagues
across the University on a range of complex and high profile commercial-related matters and projects. You will
need excellent organisational skills with the ability to effectively multi-task whilst remaining focussed and calm
under pressure. You will be self-motivated with a flexible approach to working on your own and as part of a
small team.
The role involves frequent interaction with senior staff within and outside the University, which requires
excellent interpersonal skills, tact, diplomacy and a very high standard of written and oral communication.
Interviews for this role will take place on 29 November 2018.
For an informal discussion regarding this position, please contact Tracy Landon, Legal Services Manager on
+44 (0)115 8488754, or via email tracy.landon@ntu.ac.uk
Please note this role does not meet the UK Visas & Immigration requirements for sponsorship. Nottingham
Trent University is unable to apply for sponsorship for any applicant not eligible to work in the UK and
therefore we cannot progress applications from candidates who require sponsorship under the Points Based
Immigration System.
Successful applicants will usually be appointed to the base of the advertised salary grade, except in
justifiable circumstances.
Advert information

Type / Role:

Subject Area(s):

Location(s):

24/10/2018, 14:10

Complaints &amp; GDPR Solicitor at University of Birmingham

1 of 3

https://www.jobs.ac.uk/job/BNL006/complaints-and-gdpr-solicitor

Complaints & GDPR Solicitor
University of Birmingham - Legal Services
Location:
Salary:

Hours:
Contract Type:

Birmingham
£40,792 to £48,677 with
potential progression
once in post to £54,765 a
year
Part Time
Permanent

Placed On:
Closes:
Job Ref:

15th October 2018
29th October 2018
48124a

24/10/2018, 14:22

Complaints &amp; GDPR Solicitor at University of Birmingham

2 of 3

https://www.jobs.ac.uk/job/BNL006/complaints-and-gdpr-solicitor

Full time/part time: Part time (30 hours)
Grade/band: Band 8
Salary:
Full time starting salary is normally in the range £40,792 to £48,677. With potential progression once in post
to £54,765 a year.
Are you looking to develop your career in-house in a high profile role at a world leading University that is part
of the prestigious Russell Group? If so, and if you are ambitious, innovative and a commercial pragmatist, this
role may be for you.
We are looking for a talented and enthusiastic individual to join our well-established and highly regarded Legal
Services team. We advise on a wide variety of matters, from the creation of the UK’s only University Training
Secondary School, to the establishment of a new Life Sciences Park.
The Solicitor will advise on two primary areas of law;
A range of contentious matters, particularly, but not limited to student complaints and matters referred
to the Office of the Independent Adjudicator (OIA), liaising with external solicitors and/or counsel as
required. There are also occasions when the University enters into a commercial dispute, or where
liaison with insurers in relation to a sensitive claim is required. After appropriate training the post holder
may also be advising on other related aspects of University projects, e.g. governance, policies and
procedures and public law.
Legal issues relating to data protection and freedom of information. The Solicitor will provide legal
advice to, and work closely with the Deputy Data Protection Officer, the Information Compliance
Manager and their administrative support and report to the Deputy Director of Legal Services.
Some matters will require advice from an international perspective. The Solicitor will advise on these working
with external solicitors in non-UK jurisdictions as appropriate.
Legal Services deals with some cases of considerable financial and reputational impact for the University, and
therefore the applicant should have experience of managing large matters through to completion and the
ability to take on a variety of work with varying degrees of complexity.
We are looking for a solicitor or barrister with significant post qualification experience working in private
practice or in-house with the ability to lead cross-institutional projects associated with his or her principal
accountabilities. The successful applicant will have excellent interpersonal and influencing skills and be
solution focussed, able to gain commitment and engagement from stakeholders and individuals at all levels.
Given the diverse nature of the University’s activities and engagement, a willingness to acquire new skills and
knowledge is essential.
For informal enquiries, please contact Carolyn Pike on telephone number 0121 4143195 or by email at
c.m.pike@bham.ac.uk
To download the full job description and details of this position and submit an electronic application online
please click on the Apply Online button below. Please quote Job Ref 48124a in all enquiries.
Valuing excellence, sustaining investment
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Education Solicitor (JP46500) - Douglas Scott Legal Recruitment
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https://www.douglas-scott.co.uk/jobs/30813/education-solicitor?utm_sou...
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